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1980’s

The Fleet Air Arm in the 1980’s was fighting for its life. The UK responded to the end of the Cold
War with defence cuts and a foreign policy that had no ambition to intervene in world affairs. The
days of expeditionary warfare capability and aircraft carriers in particular were numbered.

Following these cuts, as the Royal Navy’s carriers were in their final days, Argentina invaded the
Falkland Islands. What followed showed the fundamental necessity of sea-based air power. The
Fleet Air Arm fought so effectively that by the end of the conflict, not only had it played a major
role in liberating the Falkland Islands but in doing so, had also justified its own existence.
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Naval Air Squadrons
Receive Top Aviation Awards
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The only land-based aircraft to take a combat role are the Vulcan bombers, flying 8000 mile
from and
Ascension
Each Vulcan
required
air-to-air
HMS round-trips
Gannet Search
RescueIsland.
Flight routinely
responds
to multiple
more than
250 refuels involving
around 20 tankers for each of the 5 missions that were flown.
Search
and Rescue missions every year and is the busiest Search and Rescue
1982:
Ship
Harriers after
flew more
than 1200
missions,
losing Simon
6 aircraft.
34 Harriers kept 220
unit in
thebased
UK. Speaking
the awards
ceremony,
Admiral
Charlier,
Argentine aircraft at bay, scoring 23-0 in air-to-air combat.
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limits. Their airmanship, grit and sheer determination was exceptional.’
1982 and 1985:
New aircraft carriers HMS Illustrious and HMS Ark Royal are commissioned, securing the future
of the Fleet Air Arm.
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