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Carrier Strike

A key element of the UK’s defence policy is to maintain credible, flexible, expeditionary combat
power within striking range of an adversary. The Carrier Strike programme will do just that. It will
include two new aircraft carriers and the Joint Combat Aircraft, ensuring that the Royal Navy and
RAF are able to launch air power from both land and sea at a time and place of our choosing.
It provides the UK with a sovereign combat air capability that can apply political and military
influence across a wide spectrum of operations, when acting alone or within a coalition. Carrier
Strike capability enables the UK Government to act without host nation support particularly at
times of political uncertainty hence maximising political and military freedom of action.
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The Carrier Strike capability comprises 3 key programmes: Joint Combat Aircraft, The Future
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2007. Carrier, with its Carrier Air Group, is the lynchpin of expeditionary capability and a
powerful and potent ship of the realm. It enables the UK to deter aggression and deliver warwinning combat effect whenever and wherever its chooses.

HMS Gannet Search and Rescue Flight routinely responds to more than 250
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warships ever built for the Royal Navy. It is particularly fitting that the first cutting of steel for HMS
Queen Elizabeth is taking place during the Centenary year of Naval Aviation.

limits. Their airmanship, grit and sheer determination was exceptional.’

The development programme for ENDS
the future carriers is the largest defence programme ever. A
complex build and a massive country-wide project with suppliers all around the country. The
programme will sustain more than 10,000 jobs within the UK.22 October 2008
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