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PRESS RELEASE

Naval Air Squadrons 
Receive Top Aviation Awards

The Royal Navy Search and Rescue Flight at HMS Gannet, Prestwick in

Scotland and 815 Naval Air Squadron based at RNAS Yeovilton were both

Navigators at the Guild annual trophies and awards ceremony in London on

23 October 2008.

HMS Gannet Search and Rescue Flight was awarded the Prince Philip

Helicopter Rescue Award for exemplary courage and tenacity in a particularly

complex, hazardous and protracted rescue of three climbers on Ben Nevis in

May 2007 and 815 Naval Air Squadron was presented with the Johnston

Memorial Trophy for an outstanding performance in the development of

navigation techniques for the maritime Lynx helicopter in preparation for a

four month tour of duty providing aviation support to Headquarters Northern

Ireland in 2007.

HMS Gannet Search and Rescue Flight routinely responds to more than 250

Search and Rescue missions every year and is the busiest Search and Rescue

unit in the UK. Speaking after the awards ceremony, Admiral Simon Charlier,

Rear Admiral Fleet Air Arm, praised the mettle and moral fortitude of the

crew of Rescue 177. ‘It was a rescue that pushed them to their absolute

limits. Their airmanship, grit and sheer determination was exceptional.’ 

ENDS

22 October 2008

727 NAVAL AIR SQUADRON
MOTTO

‘Regere mare regite caelum’ - ‘To rule the sea, one must rule the 
sky’

ROLE
Royal Navy Pilot Grading

BASE
RNAS Yeovilton

GROB 115E TUTOR

Primary Role
Pilot Grading
Max Speed 
185 Knots
Crew
1x Pilot, 1x Student Pilot
Max Takeoff Weight
990 kg
Endurance
4 Hours 
Weapons
None

SQUADRON HISTORY
727 Naval Air Squadron was originally formed in 1943 at Gibraltar.  The aircraft used were 
Defiants, Hurricane and Swordfish aircraft until the Squadron disbanded in 1944. 

The Squadron was reformed in 1946 at Gosport, providing air courses for non-flying Royal Naval 
Officers, using Tiger Moths, Seafires, Harvards and a Firefly FR4 aircraft, disbanding in 1950.  Six 
years later, the Squadron reformed as the Dartmouth Cadet Air Training Squadron and operated 
out of RNAS Brawdy, disbanding in 1960.  

In 2001 the Royal Naval Flying Training Flight was commissioned 727 Naval Air Squadron.  Pilot 
grading remains the primary task of the squadron but a variety of other courses are still run 
including the Royal Navy Special Flying Award Scheme, designed to encourage and enthuse 
young people to become a naval pilot or observer.  The Squadron is now a fully integrated military 
and civilian (VT Aerospace) Unit.

PREVIOUS AIRCRAFT TYPES
Defiant, Hurricane, Swordfish, Tiger Moth, Seafire, Harvard, Oxford , Firefly, Sea Balliol, Sea 
Prince, Sea Vampire, Dragonfly, Sea Devon, Tutor

BATTLE HONOURS
None


